Cleveland Scholarship Fact Sheet
2026-2027 School Year

WHAT IS OHIO’S CLEVELAND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM?

The Cleveland Scholarship Program (CSP) provides educational choices for children in kindergarten
through twelfth grade who live within the boundaries of the Cleveland Municipal School District
(CMSD) to attend private schools. Students currently attending private schools may be eligible to
apply for the program. Find more information about the Cleveland program on the Department’s
website.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

Students who reside within the boundaries of the Cleveland Municipal School District (CMSD) and will
be entering kindergarten through twelfth grade in the 2026-2027 school year are eligible to apply.

WHEN WILL CLEVELAND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS BE ACCEPTED?

The application window opens February 1, 2026, and will close June 30, 2027. The Ohio Department
of Education and Workforce will open the Cleveland Scholarship Application through its secure, web-
based system. Staff members of the participating private schools have access to the system and will
help parents/guardians apply for the scholarship by entering information into the online system.

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE SCHOLARSHIP?

The maximum amount of the scholarship for K-8 is currently $6,166 and high school is $8,408. Each
school has different tuition amounts. Depending on the amount of the school's tuition, the
scholarship will pay up to the designated amount. If the tuition is more than the scholarship
amounts, the parent may be responsible for the difference.

HOW WILL PAYMENTS BE MADE?

Checks are mailed from the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce to private schools for
parents/guardians to sign. The private school will use funds to pay for the student’s tuition only.

WILL PARENTS/GUARDIANS HAVE ANY OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS?

If the family qualifies for low-income status, (at or below 200 percent of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines) and your student is grades K-8, the family will not have to pay tuition that is not
covered by the scholarship. Parents/guardians are responsible for registration fees, materials fees,
and other related expenses. The scholarship award can only be used towards school tuition.

ONCE THE STUDENT RECEIVES THE SCHOLARSHIP, HOW LONG CAN
THEY CONTINUE TO ATTEND THE PRIVATE SCHOOL?

Once a student receives a Cleveland Scholarship, they will need to renew each school year through
12th grade. Parents/guardians must verify their residence in the Cleveland Municipal School
District and meet all other program requirements to remain eligible for the program.
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/Cleveland-Scholarship

WHAT IF MY CHILD TRANSFERS TO ADIFFERENT SCHOOL?

Students may transfer to any school that participates in the Cleveland Scholarship program.

WHO PROVIDES TRANSPORTATION?

Depending on where a family resides and where the child will be attending school, transportation
may be available. Parents/Guardians should contact CMSD for arrangements and eligibility
requirements for transportation.

The Ohio Department of Education and Workforce does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion,
gender, nationality, age, disability, or ethnic background. The Ohio Department of Education and
Workforce is an equal opportunity employer and provider of ADA services. The Department’s Notice of
Non-Discrimination applies to all programs and activities.

View the Department's Disability Discrimination Policy and Discrimination Policy Grievance Procedure.
For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit ocrcas.ed.gov/contact-ocr for the address
and phone number of the office that serves your area, or call 1-800-421-3481.
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https://das.ohio.gov/employee-relations/office-of-opportunity-and-accessibility/eeo
https://das.ohio.gov/static/DEI/DAS_Disability-Inclusion-Access-Poster.pdf
https://education.ohio.gov/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination
https://education.ohio.gov/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination
https://education.ohio.gov/cmsctx/pv/ID-10001560/culture/en-US/wg/5cd7c842-0548-4558-9d65-b7cbf6d27474/h/1a992cda3d587c0ee1f9e8cf882262fc64d91c2655f3e66bd81a0db029e57979/-/getattachment/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination/Disability-Discrimination-Policy.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US&uh=1f0787b111654dadd768384b7ce259665388dac41a5a480feda49c47bdde61a3
https://education.ohio.gov/cmsctx/pv/ID-10001560/culture/en-US/wg/5cd7c842-0548-4558-9d65-b7cbf6d27474/h/1a992cda3d587c0ee1f9e8cf882262fc64d91c2655f3e66bd81a0db029e57979/-/getattachment/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination/Disability-Discrimination-Procedure-Appendix-A.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US&uh=f7088e9af91dfe8c5594f8fbb1f6e62a6fff290fe020c6854a414a6b702e89ac
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Focrcas.ed.gov%2Fcontact-ocr&data=05%7C02%7CKatie.Beahr%40education.ohio.gov%7Ca2717475480a435da06f08dccc221892%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638609694023994216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LvYQxCIW0%2FY2JtTipDu4jt4VQ%2BJOO02iaq0P64e4rRE%3D&reserved=0

	WHAT IS OHIO’S CLEVELAND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM?
	WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?
	WHEN WILL CLEVELAND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS BE ACCEPTED?
	WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE SCHOLARSHIP?
	HOW WILL PAYMENTS BE MADE?
	WILL PARENTS/GUARDIANS HAVE ANY OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS?
	ONCE THE STUDENT RECEIVES THE SCHOLARSHIP, HOW LONG CAN THEY CONTINUE TO ATTEND THE PRIVATE SCHOOL?
	WHO PROVIDES TRANSPORTATION?



